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On the Cover 

Meet Emily Schrader, 
age 10. After trick-or- 
treating with friends, 
Emily always has a 
candy exchange with 
her brother and 
sisters. “I love Three 
Musketeers bars,” she 
says. “I'd trade almost 
anything for them!” 
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Sign Power I eve you 

I really appreciated the article 
about Sarah Taylor in the 
May/June issue. I have a deaf 
friend who uses American Sign 
Language. I also am learning 
to sign. That is how I 
communicate with my friend. 


Age 11, Port Charlotte, Florida 


Write Ideas 
I cannot thank you enough for 
“Write Ideas” in the May/June 
issue. When I wrote a news- 


paper letter to my friend, she 
wrote back saying, “This is the 
coolest way to write letters!” 


Age 12, Bridgewater, New Jersey 


Fly Away! 

I was surprised to see the 
article on monarch butterflies 
in the May/June issue. My 
class just raised a monarch 
butterfly named Houdini. We 
let him go, and I am sure he 
will live a happy life. 


Emily Shultz 


Age 10, Chicago, Illinois 


AMERICAN GIRL 


Birthday Bashes 
I really liked the great birthday 
ideas in the May/June issue. 
For my birthday, I had an Out- 
of-This-World party. It was a 
blast! Everybody enjoyed it. 


Age 10, Rancho at ha California 


Take Note! 
I think we should be able to 
use electronic organizers in 
school. It’s the 90s. Almost 
everything is done by 
computer now. Electronic 
organizers help keep you 
organized. And that’s what 
most teachers want! 
“USTine Dewrs 

Age 11, Aberdeen, New Jersey 

More than 100 girls wrote to 
answer our question about 
electronic organizers in the 
May/June issue. Most agreed with 
Justina that electronic organizers 
are good tools. But many said they 
don’t belong in class. “Kids are in 
school to learn,” wrote ten-year-old 
Mary Bacon-Kudla of Folcroft, 
Pennsylvania. “You shouldn’t send 
messages while a teacher is 


teaching an important lesson.” 
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American girls everywhere are 
using this buzzword this season: 


flummoxed 


How to say it: FLUH-mixed 
What it means: confused, bewildered 


Where it comes from: Flummoxed 
began as a slang word in England 
more than 100 years ago. It 
evolved from another word, flump, 
which meant to throw something 
down roughly and untidily. 


One way to use it: “When her sister 
was flummoxed by the 500-piece 
jigsaw puzzle, Lisa came to the 
rescue.” 


The buzzword is tucked somewhere 
into this issue of AG. Can you find it? 
The answer is on page 44. 


iskxpress 


il Buzzword 


Fanny Flunks.. . 


Last spring, we introduced readers to Fanny, a golden retriever 
who went to school to become a guide dog for blind people. Her 
report card has come in, and we’re sad to say that Fanny failed. 

“Fanny’s just too frisky and curious to become a good guide 
dog,” says Pat Smythe of the Guide Dog Foundation. Since the 
family who raised Fanny as a puppy decided not to take her back, 
for a little while it was unclear where she would go. 


Then She Succeeds! 


This tale has a happy ending, however, because Fanny suits the 
Connecticut State Police just fine. They’re now training her to sniff 
out illegal drugs. It’s the perfect use of her retriever instinct, says 


Photo: Michael Weinstein Illustrations: Paul Meisel 


trooper Mike Wynn. “Fanny’s willing to use 
her nose to search for things. She’s 
great,” he adds. “She’s a sweetheart.” 


Maybe Fanny can teach us alla 
lesson. If you’re not good at one 
thing, don’t be discouraged. 
It can take time to discover 
your special talents, but 
they’re there! 


When she’s off the job, Fanny lives 
with a police officer and his family. 
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Very Cheery 
Cherry Locker 


School’s just a bowl of cherries for 
12-year-old Courtney Coates, of 
Altus, Oklahoma. We asked readers 
to send us photos of their locker 
decorations, and Courtney’s fruity 
masterpiece made our mouths water. 


Some girls wrote that they couldn’t 
send pictures because they don’t 
have lockers. We got the point. For a 
contest everyone can enter, see the 
Artistic ABCs contest on this page. 


This issue’s Kindness 
Counts award goes to 
Natasha Sevco, age 
11, of San Diego, 
California. Her friend 
woaigue Marbrey, 11, wrote to tell 
us why Natasha is special. 


“Last year I was in a car accident, 


9 Artistic 48s Contest 


and now | can’t play most sports or 
games without pain,” wrote 
Monique. “Natasha stays with me at 


Get out your markers and colored pencils, 
because it’s time for an art contest. American 
Girl wants you to design a special alphabet— 
one made of things girls love! You could draw an 
A that looks like an angel, a B made of 
blueberries, and a C in the shape of a cat. Send 
us your artistic alphabet, and we'll print the most 
creative ideas in the March/April 1996 issue. 
DEADLINE: November 1, 1995. 


If you want even the food to be 
in costume at your next 
Halloween party, make these 
sweet treats. They may look 
like hamburgers, but they’re 
really cookies in disguise! 
Readers Rachie Wood and 
Marie Engelhartd, both age 9, 
sent us the instructions and 


the diagram you see below. 


The chefs whip up a batch of “burgers” 
in Rachie’s Orinda, California, kitchen. 


=1 box vanilla wafers 
=1 box flat, round 


chocolate-covered Honey and SeSame SeectS +++... 2) 
cookies VOU Wafer ssssssseessseeeres is 
=Red, green, and yellow green ICING — 
icing in decorating tubes Cooke + 
red icin 


su Honey 
=Sesame seeds 


Yellow icing srssrtel s 


VON Waleym sree . 


recess so | won’t be alone. I’m very 1 2 4 

Ps To make 1 burger, Place a chocolate Spread a thin layer 
grateful to her. Be 2 

spread green icing on cookie between the 2 of honey on the top 
Sticking by a the flat side of 1 vanilla vanilla wafers. wafer, then sprinkle on 
friend’s side wafer and yellow icing sesame seeds. 
gets you on the flat side of D suusess atniniine 
a special pat another wafer. of red icing all the way 
% a around the edge of the 
atashal chocolate cookie. 
AMERICAN GIRL 
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True Story 


Dear American Ginik 


My name is Sage Cole, 
Sixth grade if [I went to 
at home. I’ve been home-g 


and I’m 12 years old. I’d be in 
school, but my mom teaches me 

chooled all my life, 

to send my brother and me to 

y remembered being bored a lot 
©- schooling, for many families 
re individual attention. 


ted in. 
I can do that 


Saying, “...and this is mat 


we're learning all the time eve ae we’re not at a 
, Nn 


you go to a school 

Sometimes I miss having a 
day. On the other hand, I’ 
team, take kung fu and 
orchestra. All in fe Hl 


Sage Cole 


Manchester Massachusetts 


on a soccer 
gymnastics, and Play violin in an 


qe Eike home - schooling azote! 


If you’re home-schooled 
and would like a home- 
schooled pen pal, send 


Sometimes science 
class is held at a 


Your answers: 
| In the May/June issue we 
asked you to give us the scoop 
| on your brothers. Here’s what we 
found out: 


— 


78% of girls who responded to 
the poll have brothers! 


66% have one brother, 25% 
have two brothers, and 30% 
have three or more brothers. 


54% of readers who don’t have 
a brother wish they had one. 


Next question: 
Which of the following would 
make you study hardest for a 
test? 


— 


A. You'll get $15 if you get an A. 


B. The test is in your favorite 
| subject. 


— 


C. Your parents will ground you if 
| you do poorly. 


D. You’ll feel really proud if you 
| get a good grade. 


E. You don’t want to do worse 
| than your friends. 


nearby beach. Sage 
can study sea life at 


the water’s edge! 


your name, age, interests, 
and address to the maga- 
zines below. They’ll publish 
the information so home- 
schoolers can write you. 


Growing Without Schooling 
2269 Massachusetts Ave. 
Cambridge, MA 02140 


Home Education Magazine | 
P.O. Box 1083 | 


Tonasket, WA 98855 
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Write to Us! 


Send your response to the A.G. 
Poll, along with your answers to 
other questions in Girls Express, to 
the address below. Include your 
name and birthday—date, month, 
and year. 


AmericanGirl s3 
Girls Express , aA 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


i ee ad ees “I 
"Help Wanted! l 
Beginning on page 18, American Girl 
gives ideas on Halloween costumes 
you can make. We also want to see 
what costumes you come up with 
¥ | on your own! Have someone snap a 
© , picture of you in costume this fall, 
= | and then send it to us. 


= Tell us about your outfit. Did you | 

“% , make it yourself? Where did you | 

| get the idea? Did you make any | 
special Halloween treats for parties 

| 

| 

| 

| 


or school? Tell us everything! 
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If Only ’d Known 


When school ended last year, you told us what 
you wished you'd known about classroom life. 
Take a look at these words from the wise! 


“Tf only I'd known to keep 
my locker neat. Once I 
opened it and all my books 


fell on me and scattered 
across the hall!” 


‘ ‘ 
Genun ODeonnW 
ge 13, Floral Park, New York 


“Tf only ’'d known working 
with my best friend ona 
project wasn’t a good idea. 
We fooled around the 
whole time and hardly got 
anything done.” 

Karen Vandecbilt 


Age 12, Princeton, New Jersey 
“Tf only I’d known follow ¢ Oh O: Ww 4 
was spelled f-o-1-l-o-w. I’d ™ 


have gone farther in the 
spelling bee!” 

Ellen Cameron 
Age 10, Monkton, Maryland 
“Tf only I’d known that 
sometimes when you 
think your teachers are 
going to be mean, 
they’re really very nice!” 


Elissa Green eld 


Age 9, Newtown, Pennsylvania 


CrrksExpress 


“Tf only I’d known that a 
book you read a long time 


ago doesn’t count for a 


book report—even if you 
still remember what it 
was about.” 


Aotie Bode 


“If only I’d known not to sit in the back of class Age 9, Fairview Park, Ohio 


when your teacher writes small.” 


Quin. J) oaendonfy d 


§ 
Age 11, Wausau, Wisconsin ae! 
2% 
, Sy 
“Tf only I'd known that if you o 
have trouble remembering % 2 soe 
things from social studies “If only I’d known just looking at your book 


or another subject, you just and not paying attention doesn’t work. You'll 


. Ke A, get caught!” 
the form of a song.” ( a C/G Voatashor Bole 


Age 11, Yardley, Pennsylvania 


have to put the words in 


Age 11, Latrobe, Pennsylvania 


“Tf only I’d known the water fountain at the 
end of the hall squirted really far. I acciden- “If only ’'d known that rushing through tests 
tally squirted my teacher.” doesn’t make you the best student.” 


Kote Heffernan ChoneMMitchio 


Age 11, Palatine, Illinois a Age 11, Albuquerque, New Mexico 
“Tf only I’d known that if you Owe only I’d known that if 
lend pencils out to people, you want school to be fun, 
you never get them back.” it will be fun!” 
Pe! en ae Lindsey Notabackte 
Age 12, New York, New York Age 9, Warrior, Alabama 
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Promises 


BY JANET SHAW 
ILLUSTRATED BY KIM LEWIS 


Kirsten vows to keep a secret for 
an angry little boy—and soon regrets it 
with all her heart. 


aro, go home!” Kirsten Larson 

stamped her foot at her dog, 

who was following right at her 

heels. “You can’t come to 
school with me! Now go on home.” 

Caro paused, his breath making white puffs 
in the chill October air. But he didn’t head 
back toward the Larsons little cabin in the 
Minnesota woods. Instead, he cocked his head, 
listening to something Kirsten couldn’t hear, 
then dashed off down the wooded hill beside 
the road, barking excitedly. In a moment, 
another dog began barking and growling, too. 
Oh, no! Kirsten thought. A dogfight! 

She ran down the hill after him. There, in a 
clearing, she found Caro barking at a large 
black dog with a grizzled muzzle, which 
crouched on a low pile of stones. The dog’s 
ears were laid back and its teeth bared. 


Nearby, a canvas-topped wagon lay on its side. 
In front of the wagon stood a small boy 
Kirsten had never seen before. He wore a 
jacket buttoned crookedly, and he held a rifle 
aimed straight at Caro. “Get your dog away 
from here!” he yelled. 

Startled, Kirsten grabbed Caro and pulled 
him against her legs. The black dog continued 
to growl, but it didn’t leave the pile of stones. 

Holding Caro close, Kirsten moved back- 
ward, her gaze on the overturned wagon. 
Boxes and pots and blankets lay strewn on 
the rocky ground beside a split wagon wheel. 
A spotted horse grazed on the frosty grass. “It 
looks like your wheel broke,” Kirsten said. 

“What if it did?” the boy said gruffly. 

The boy wasn’t much bigger than Kirsten’s 
little brother, Peter, so she was more curious 
than scared. “You’re not from around here,” 
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Kirsten said. “Where are you from?” 

The boy scowled, but lowered his rifle a bit. 
“We came from up north.” 

Kirsten glanced around, but she didn’t see 
anyone except this scruffy boy with tangled 
hair. “We? Who’s with you?” 

“My ma’s with me, that’s who,” the boy 
said. He scowled more darkly. 


He pointed the rifle at 


Kirsten. “Promise, or 
lll fix you!” he hissed. 


Behind him, Kirsten noticed now, a woman’s 
clothes spilled out of a smashed trunk. “Has 
your mama gone to get help?” she asked. 

“That’s none of your business,” he said. 
“You just go on wherever you're going.” 

But Kirsten was much too curious to be 
turned away. “I’m going to school,” she said. 
“Where are you and your mama going?” 

“We're going to California,” the boy said. 
“My pa’s out there. We’re going to join my pa.” 

“But you can’t travel west in the winter!” 
Kirsten said. “Snowdrifts will close all the 
passes through the mountains.” 

“Well, I know that!” he said. “We’re going to 
stay with friends in Redwing. We’d be there 
now if the wheel hadn’t broken. Come spring, 
we'll go downriver and join a wagon train. 
That’s all I got to say.” 

“At least tell me your name,” she urged 
him. “I'll tell you mine. I’m Kirsten Larson.” 

The boy shrugged. “I’m Ezra. Go on along 


” 


now. 
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But Kirsten wanted to help. “Ezra, my papa 
would be glad to fix your wagon wheel,” she 
said. “Papa can fix about anything! You and 
your mama can keep warm in our cabin while 
he works. I'll go get him now!” 

Ezra seemed to bristle. “You leave me 
alone!” He raised the rifle, and the black dog 
growled loudly in response. “We're not going 
anywhere! And you're not to tell anyone we’re 
here. You got to promise!” He pointed the rifle 
at Kirsten. “Promise, or Ill fix you!” he hissed. 

Now Kirsten was frightened. She didn’t 
understand this rude boy, Ezra. And what did 
he mean he’d “fix” her if she told anyone 
she’d seen him? She’d let him stay here, if 
that’s what he wanted so badly. 

“Promise!” Ezra repeated. 

Surely he wouldn’t shoot her—would he? 
The truth was she didn’t know what this 
angry boy might do. “I promise,” Kirsten 
whispered. Keeping Caro at her side, she fled 
back up through the woods to the road. 


t school, Kirsten thought of 
nothing but Ezra, and the 
more she thought the more 
anxious she became. For all 
his threats, he was only a skinny little boy ina 
raggedy jacket. Where had his mother gone? 
Why didn’t Ezra want Papa to help? And why 
had Ezra made Kirsten promise not to tell 
anyone that they were there? “Promise!” he’d 
commanded, and she had. But the more she 
thought about it, the more the promise felt 
like a weight in her chest. 
After school, Kirsten went looking for her 
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big brother, Lars. She found him chopping 
firewood behind the barn. Lars had given 
her good advice before, and she needed 
some now. 

“Remember the time you carved a little 
deer as a gift for Mama?” Kirsten said. “You 
made me promise not to tell about it.” 

Lars quit chopping and brushed the hair 
out of his eyes with his wrist. “That’s true,” he 
said. “You kept your promise, and Mama was 
sure surprised!” 

“If someone told you a secret and you 
promised not to tell, would you ever break 
your promise?” Kirsten asked. 

“Never!” Lars said quickly. 

“Not ever?” Kirsten persisted. “Can’t you 
think of a single thing that would make you 
break it?” 

Lars leaned on the ax the way Papa did 
when he stopped work to think things 


through. “Well, let’s see. Maybe if Peter made 
me promise not to tell he was doing some- 


- thing really dangerous—” 


“Like playing on the cliffs where 
rattlesnakes nest?” Kirsten suggested. 

“Yes, something dangerous like that,” Lars 
agreed. “If he might be hurt or killed because 
I kept my promise to him— Well, I’d have to 
tell. A person’s life is more important than a 
promise.” 

“And has anyone ever asked you to keep 
that kind of promise?” she said hopefully. 

“No. No one’s asked me to make a promise 
I couldn’t keep,” Lars said. “I’m always as 
good as my word. How about you, Kirsten?” 

“I guess I’m always as good as my word 
too,” she said hesitantly. 

“I thought so!” Lars said with a smile. 
“Papa says no one will trust us if we’re not.” 
He picked up the ax and went back to his 
work again. 


he next morning Kirsten shut 
Caro in the barn before hurry- 
ing off along the road toward 
school. She hoped Ezra’s 
mama had got their wheel fixed and the two of 
them had gone on to Redwing. Curious to find 
out, she crept down the hill to the clearing. 
Everything was just as before. The broken 
wagon wheel lay in the dust beside the over- 
turned wagon. The horse nosed at the rocky 
ground for grass. The black dog lay resting on 
the pile of stones. As she watched, the dog got 
to its feet, sniffed the cold wind, and began to 
bark. Ezra scrambled out from under the 
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canvas wagon top, the rifle in his hand. “Who’s 
there?” he called. His eyes were wide and his 
face pale beneath the dirt. 

“It’s only me!” Kirsten stepped quickly 
forward. She wasn’t a bit afraid of him now— 
maybe because he looked so thin and tired, 
or maybe because he looked so frightened 
himself. “You don’t need the gun, Ezra,” she 
said. 

“You again!” Ezra said. With a sigh, he set 
down the rifle and spat something he’d been 
chewing onto the ground. 

“I wanted to see if you’d gone on your way,” 
Kirsten said. “What’s that you're eating?” 

“I’m trying to eat dried beans,” Ezra said. 
“It’s like eating gravel.” 

Kirsten opened her lunch tine, took out a 
thick slice of bread and some cold pork, and 


“It’s too late to save 
her,” Ezra said. 


“What do you mean?” 
Kirsten said fearfully. 


offered the food to Ezra. He took it without 
hesitation and ate greedily. 

Then she held out a scrap of pork fat to the 
black dog. It sniffed hungrily and whined, but 
instead of coming for the scrap, it only 
crouched lower on the pile of stones. 

“Here,” Ezra said, taking the scrap and 
bringing it to his dog. 

Looking around, Kirsten saw only one bed 
of blankets beneath the canvas wagon top. 


The cookstove lay upside down among the 
empty pots. “Your mama hasn’t come back, 
has she?” Kirsten said. 

Still chewing, Ezra turned and glared at her. 

For the first time, Kirsten noticed streaks 
of white on his dirty cheeks. Had he been 
crying? “Listen, Ezra, come home with me,” 
Kirsten said. “Stay with us until your mama 
comes back.” 

Ezra shook his head. “I won’t leave,” he said. 

“Our cabin’s not far,” Kirsten insisted. “You 
can come back often to see if your mama’s 
returned. No one will steal your things.” 

Ezra clenched his fists. “I can’t leave. My 
ma said, ‘Don’t leave.’ She said it plain.” 

“But when she said that, maybe she didn’t 
know how long she’d be gone,” Kirsten sug- 
gested. 

“Oh, yes, she knew,” Ezra said. He hugged 
himself as though a shiver went through him. 

Kirsten’s heart began to beat fast. Surely 
something awful had happened for Ezra’s 
mother to have left him here like this. Maybe 
his mother was lost or hurt. Maybe even 
now she was wandering in the forest or lying 
in a ravine with a broken leg. “Shouldn’t we 
get everyone to search for your mama?” 
Kirsten asked. 

He shook his head violently. “No! No one 
should search!” 

“But she could be in trouble. We could save 
her!” Kirsten cried. 

“It’s too late to save her,” Ezra said. 

“What do you mean?” Kirsten said fearfully. 
“Tell me, please.” 

Ezra took a shuddering breath. “Our 
wagon crashed over—you know that. When it 
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crashed, one of the trunks fell on Ma. Her 
chest was crushed. She grabbed onto my 
hand. ‘Don’t leave,’ she said. ‘I won’t leave 
you, Ma!’ I said. ‘I promise I won’t leave!’ She 
stopped breathing. After a while she got blue 
and cold.” As Ezra spoke, his eyes filled with 
tears. “She was dead. I buried her.” He nod- 
ded toward the pile of stones where the black 
dog sat, its gaze on Ezra as if it understood 
every word. 

“Oh, your poor mama!” Kirsten said. “And 
poor you, Ezra!” She stepped toward him 
and reached to touch his shoulder, but he 
jerked away. 

“My last words to Ma were ‘I promise I 
won't leave,’” Ezra repeated. He scrubbed at 
his eyes with his fists. “And I won’t break my 
promise, no matter what.” 

How terrible that his mama had died, that 


hi, 


he had been the one to bury her under the 
pile of stones, that he was left alone. All alone! 
“You have to come home with me, Ezra,” 
Kirsten pleaded. 

“No!” 

“But last night there was a haze around the 
moon,” Kirsten said. “Papa called it a dog 
moon. He said a dog moon means bitter cold 
is coming. You'll freeze out here in the open.” 

Ezra folded his arms and set his jaw. “I’m 
sticking to my promise, and you better stick 
to yours. Don’t tell! Now leave me be!” He 
turned his back on her and crawled under- 
neath the canvas wagon top again. 

Kirsten trudged back up the road, but 
instead of going to school she stood still, 
thinking hard. What should she do? Ezra 
could die of cold. Wolves could get him. Ezra 
needed help badly. And she was the only one 
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who knew he was here. She’d promised not to 
tell, but surely this was a time when “a person 
is more important than a promise,” as Lars 
had said. Papa would know the best thing to 
do—he always did. Kirsten turned toward 
home and began to run. 


nashort while Papa was striding 
ahead of Kirsten across the clearing. 
The black dog barked fiercely, and 
= Ezra came from under the canvas, the 
rifle: at his shoulder. Papa held up his hand. 
“It’s all right,” he said in his deep voice. “Put 


down your gun, boy. I’ve come to have a word 
with you, that’s all.” 

Ezra looked at Kirsten angrily. “You 
promised you wouldn’t tell!” 

“But I had to tell,” Kirsten said quickly. 
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“Just let Papa talk to you. Just for a minute.” 

Ezra lowered the rifle. “Talk then.” But he 
pressed his lips together as if nothing Papa 
could say would make any difference. 

Papa went close to Ezra and crouched 
down so his head was on a level with the 
boy’s. “You’re a very brave boy. Not many 
boys would be able to do what you’ve done for 
your mama.” 

Ezra scuffed at the rocks with his worn boot. 

“When you get to California your papa’s 
going to tell you how proud he is of you,” Papa 
went on. 

“Tm not going to California. If she told you 
that, she’s wrong,” Ezra said, pointing to 
Kirsten. 

“I know you're brave enough to stay here,” 
Papa said. “But I don’t think that’s what your 
mama was asking you to do. I think she was 


ee eee ee eee ee ee ee 


asking you to stay until you’d done all you 
could for her. You have done all you could—all 
anyone could do. The only thing left is to make 
a marker for her grave, and I can help you do 
that. And then I can take you to Redwing.” 

Ezra frowned and shook his head. 

“Your mama would want you to go to your 
friends there, Ezra,” Papa insisted. 


“What about Pal?” 
Ezra said, nodding to 


the dog. “I can’t go 
without him.” 


Ezra bit his lip. Kirsten saw he might cry 
again and that he was desperate not to. “Are 
you sure that’s what she’d want?” he asked. 

“T’m sure of it,” Papa said. “She’d want you 
to join your papa. You can trust me on that. 
Come along now. I'll hitch up our wagon, and 
we'll come pick up your belongings.” 

Still Ezra hesitated. “What about Pal?” he 
said, nodding to the dog. “He’s guarding Ma. 
He won’t leave. I can’t go without him.” 

Kirsten went to the smashed trunk and 
lifted out a checkered dress. “Maybe if your 
dog smelled your mama’s clothes, he’d follow 
the scent,” she said. 

Ezra looked doubtful, but he took the dress 
and held it under the dog’s nose. The dog 
snuffled the cotton and whined. Then his tail 
began to wag. Ezra put his arm around the 
dog’s neck. “Come on, Pal,” Ezra said softly. 
“You've done all you could for Ma. Now we’ve 


got to go on our way.” Sniffing the dress, the 
dog followed Ezra from the grave to where 
Papa and Kirsten waited. 

Papa picked up Ezra’s rifle, tucked it under 
his arm, and put his hand on Ezra’s shoulder. 
“We need to get some warm food into you, 
boy. And I’m sure your horse needs hay.” 

“Could you feed my dog, too?” Ezra said. 
“Pal hasn’t eaten hardly anything for days.” 

“We'll give your dog a good meal!” Kirsten 
exclaimed. She felt so light with relief that she 
thought she might float over the trees like a 


cloud. “I’ve never seen a dog as loyal as yours, 
Ezra,” she added. “Have you ever known such 
a loyal dog, Papa?” 

“No, I haven’t,” Papa said. “And I’ve never 
known a boy so young to have such a strong 
heart.” He squeezed Kirsten’s shoulder. “And 
I’ve never known a girl to make a better 
choice than you did today,” he added as they 
started across the clearing for home. X 
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Heart to Heart Qe 


Losing a Loved One 


What can you do when someone you 


love dies? How can you help a friend 
who’s dealing with a death? 


When my grand- 
parents died, my 


parents helped 
me. We listened to each other 
when we got sad. My friends 
gave me hugs and told me that 
if I needed them, they were 


there for me. > 
Although it didn’t _ 
get rid of my j ‘ 


sadness, I really 
appreciated their 
concern. 


(Woods Pr. dd 


Age 13, Willingboro, New Jerse 


When my grand- 
father died, I 
didn’t feel like 
eating, and I had lumps in my 
stomach. But that’s normal. 
After I talked with a close friend 
I felt a lot better. The lumps in 
my stomach went away, too. 


Aart Brown 


Age 13, Plant City, Florida 
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When my father 
died, I felt like I 
would never be 


happy again. Then, whenever I 
had fun within a month of his 
death, I felt guilty. Don’t feel 
guilty. Your loved one wouldn't 
have wanted you to. 


Aly Yy Farker 


Age Braintree, Massachusetts 


I was very sad 
when my grand- 
ma died. I decided 
to write amemory book about 


her. I wrote how much I loved 
her, why she was special, and 
included pictures of her. I set 
the book out at the services so 
it could help other 
people remember _ 
happy things 
about my 
grandma. 


Age 10, ee nnesota 


My momrunsa 
support group for 
kids who have lost 
loved ones. They watch films, 


do crafts, and talk about nice 
memories of the people who 
died. It’s free, and everything 
they say is kept private. 


Age 10 per rg eho 


After my father 
died, when my 


teacher asked 
about families I never answered. 
I thought my mama and I 
weren't a family. One day a boy 
in my class said that his dad 
didn’t live with him. That gave 
me courage, and I told my class 
about my dad. I brought in his 
Army medals and everybody 
asked me about him. It made 
me feel good. 
“Fourche 


Vi 
Age 11, St. Qouis, Missouri 


Illustrations: Laura Cornell 


When my aunt 
died, some people 
said, “How awful!” 
I wish they’d said, “I don’t know 
if I'll ever know how you feel, but 
I'll try to understand.” It 
would’ve made me feel better 
knowing they really cared. 


Amanda Willer 


Age 9, Anchorage, Alaska 


Most kids don’t 
know what to do 
when a friend’s 


loved one dies. My advice is to 
ask your friend if she wants to 
talk. Don’t be scared if she cries. 
Give her a hug and let her know 
you're her friend. Invite her to do 
things with you. Remember, she 
might feel sad for a long time. 


Emi ly atto 


Age 8, Cincinnati, Ohio 


Never forget the 
person who died. 


You can keep a 
framed picture, a scrapbook, 
a journal, or make 
a collage out of 
pictures. When 
you feel sad, look 


ve 


at them. 
eon Fated 


Age 11, Hixson, Tennessee 


Last August my 
grandpa passed 


away. It seemed 
everything I did reminded me of 
him. Then my school counselor 
took me out of class one day and 
letmewritehima _.«™ 

letter. Wetiedit § 
to a balloon and — : 


let it go out- 
side. That 
helped me. 


Age 11, iat: 4 Hommy 


When my sister 
died, it helped to 
get cards and 
notes written just to me. I appre- 
ciated the cards written to my 
family, but it was special to get 
some sent to me. I kept them all. 
YYUmnO 


Age 13, McMinnville, Tennessee 


Every time I start 
to miss my grand- 
father, I just think 
that it’s better that he’s not liv- 
ing in pain. He used to make 
great pancakes, and my mom 
tells me he’s probably making 
cloud pancakes in heaven! 


Age 11, Sacramento, Gea 


fe reak from 


Your Heart 


This column has a new name! We 
decided to call it Heart to Heart 
because we want it to feel like 
you’re having a heart-to-heart talk 
with American girls everywhere. 


Send in your own answers! 


Next subject: Chores. What chores 
do you do at home? Are chores 
divided fairly in your house? Give 
examples of times you’ve had prob- 
lems with chores and how you’ve 
worked them out. How can you 


make doing chores less hassle? 


Send your answers and a school 
picture to: AmericanGitl 

8400 Fairway Place, Middleton, 
WI 53562. 


Deadline: October 7, 1995. Be 
sure to include your name and 

age. Some answers will appear 
in the March/April 1996 issue. 
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Box Up a Costume! 


Jackie-in- 
the-Box 
| YOU WILL NEED | 


: wi An adult to 
help you 
uCardboard box, about 


16 by 14 by 17 inches 
#Ruler, scissors, utility 


Extras 

Cut 10 3-inch triangles of 
yellow felt. Attach them to 
the knit cap with double- 
stick tape. Paint your face 
like a clown’s and wear 
white gloves. Paint a star 
on your candy bag! 


knife 
«Red, blue, and yellow _ 

acrylic pant — ( aiet|l lO ll Lid 
=Strong adhesive glue, To make the lid stand up, 

heavy-duty stapler cut a strip of cardboard 
= yard yellow felt from 1 extra flap. Glue the 
aKnit cap strip to the inside of the 
=Double-stick tape box. Place it vertically 
uFace paint across the fold where the 
aWhite gloves lid and box meet. 


a2 yards of blue ribbon, 
1% inches wide 


«Bee Ribbons 


Cut 2 pieces of ribbon, 
each 1 yard long. Try on 
Box seecenssnecaseoeescccnsccosecssssssecnacs the box, adjusting the 
Cut off the box flaps, length of the ribbons over 
leaving 1 for the lid. Paint your shoulders. Glue or 
the box and lid red. Let staple the ribbons to the 
dry. Cut a crank from 1 of inside front of the box. 
the extra flaps and attach Cross the ribbons in back 
it to the box. Use the and attach them to the 
blue and yellow paint to | inside of the box. 

add corners, stars, or r 

your own designs! 


Photos: Paul Tryba_ Styling: Marlene Strentz Illustrations: Susan McAliley 
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Use paint, felt, and a few odds and ends to transform a 
boring box into a dynamite Halloween disguise! 


Fl ower ES Snare Extras 
Garden a Cut a paper butterfly and 


glue on paper spots. Twist 


a green pipe cleaner 
around it to make the body 
. An adult to 
wi help you 
Cardboard box, about 


and antennae. Attach the 
butterfly to a scrunchie or 
headband with a pipe 
16 by 14 by 17 inches 
=Ruler, scissors, utility 
knife 


cleaner. Use a watering 
can to hold your candy! 

aWhite acrylic paint 

=Black marker 


=Green, blue, yellow, 
and pink paper 

aStrong adhesive glue, 
tape, heavy-duty 
stapler 

=Green pipe cleaners 

=Scrunchie or headband 

a’ yard pink felt 

=% yard blue felt 

01% yards yellow 
ribbon, 1% inches wide 

a2 yards green ribbon, 
1% inches wide 


seeabsaddebassendntncusa¥eodbeussdasesssiceusselsevasssecdssie Flower 

Cut 6-inch felt petals, 5 
pink and 5 blue. Overlap 
the petals and glue them 
together. Glue the petals to 
the yellow ribbon, let dry, 
and tie it around your neck. 


meee ae Ribbons 

To attach green ribbons, 
follow the Ribbons step on 
page 18. 


Cut off all the box flaps 
and cut fence points 
along the top edge. 
Paint the box white. Let 
dry. Draw stripes with a 
marker. Cut paper flowers 
and leaves, tape them to 
green pipe-cleaner stems, 
and glue them to the box. 
Cut paper grass and glue 
along the bottom. 
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Puppies 
for Sale 
| you witt NEED | 


“vl An adult to 


help you 

uCardboard box, about 
20 by 13 by 20 inches 

=Ruler, scissors, utility 
knife 

sAcrylic paints 

=Poster board 

aStrong adhesive glue, 
heavy-duty stapler 

a3 plastic bags 

a3 stuffed puppies 

#4 bandannas 

=% yard black felt 

u2 black pipe cleaners 

uHeadband 

uFace paint 

a2 yards black ribbon, 
1% inches wide 


Box = 
Cut the flaps off the 
bottom of the box. Cut the 
front flap off the top. Paint 
a “Puppies for Sale” sign 
on poster board and glue it 
to the box. Glue or staple 1 
or 2 plastic bags in each 
front corner. Put a stuffed 
puppy in each bag and tie 
on bandannas. 


Extras 

Cut 4-inch felt ears and 
paint white fur on them. 
Glue a pipe cleaner to the 
back of each ear and 
attach them to the 
headband. Paint a black 
nose and a red tongue on 
your face and tie a 
bandanna around your 
neck. Carry a puppy treats 
bag and beg for candy! 


Ribbons 

To attach black ribbons, 
follow the Ribbons step on 
page 18. 


e 
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Craft 


ee aie 
Polka Dice 


Birthday 
Present | aoe 
YOU WILL NEED ce aa + an att | 


. Wi) An adult help you 
to help you =Cardboard box, about 18 by 
16 by 14 by 17 inches 


16 by 18 inches 
=Ruler, scissors, 


aUtility knife, compass 
aWhite and black acrylic 


utility knife paint 
aWrapping paper a2 fuzzy dice, available at | 
uTape auto supply stores | 
=4 yards of ribbon, 2% 

inches wide Box | 
=uPipe cleaner To prepare the box, follow 
uHeadband the Box step on this page. 


Paint the box white. Let dry. 
Use a compass to draw 

: : Be spots on each side of the 
200), Qe ee & - r 4 | . ie Tio: Look at a teal die 
Cut all the flaps off 1 end a for the patterns. Paint the 
of the box. Flip the box spots black. Let dry. 


over and cut a 9-inch 

hole for your head to go Polka dots 

through. Cut 10-inch holes Wear polka-dotted clothes, 

“=m in the sides or sponge-paint a shirt and 
for your pants with circles. Tie a pair 

arms. of fuzzy dice in your hair. 

Carry a polka-dotted bag for 
your candy! 


=Paper, markers 


s 


Wrapping paper 
Wrap the box, taping the 
paper securely. Trim around 
the holes. Make a gift tag 
and tape it to the box. 


Another twist 


Go with a friend as a pair! x 


Bows 
Glue ribbon down the front 
and sides of the box. Tie a 
big bow and use a pipe 
cleaner to attach it to the 
headband. Tote your candy 
in a gift bag with a bow! 


Eenie, meenie, chili-beany 


Don’t let recess be routine-y. Re cicttetnii's sui Bins 
) for three or more people. 
Try these games. They’re fun galore ee 


With one friend, two friends—even more! ieee. 

\ Everyone sits in a circle, 

4 and one person tosses the 

| ax nas ae f tissue high into the air. As 

\" JO \ AG soon as it leaves her hand, 

everyone starts laughing— 

and keeps laughing until & 
the tissue hits the ground. bing 
When the'tissue touches & 

down, everyone has to stop 

laughing immediately. The 

person who keeps a 

straight face the longest 

wins, and gets to toss the 

tissue in the next round. 


You need at least ten kids 
to play Go Tag. Start by 
having everyone stand in 
line and count off by twos. 
“Ones” face forward and 
“twos” turn the other way. 
The person on one end of 

~ the line is It. The person on 
the other end is the runner. 


} Now have everyone else 
crouch on their heels. 
tries to tag the runner, 
chasing her around the 
line. The runner can turn 
) * and run the other way at 
any time—it can’t. 


Warning! Gigglesnort is 
harder than it seems. The 
longer you play, the harder 
it is to stop giggling. 


can get the help of other 
wit players who are closer to 
the runner: She can tap the 
,» back of a player in line, say 
“Go!” and make that player 
When the new It picks 
up the chase, the old 
fills the empty spot in line. 
When the runner’s tagged, 
choose a new It, a new 
{ _ tunner, and start again. Go! 


~ 


fons by.G.-Bean-Karas 


Tag as there are cracks in 
This twisty two-rope trick is the sidewalk! Here are just 
perfect for you and one a few: 

friend. Stand side by side 
with each of you holding 
the inside handle of the 
other’s jump rope. Start 
with the ropes behind you. Everyone agrees 


Swing the ropes overhead on a color. Players are safe 
at the same time and jump. if they’re touching an object 
that color when tagged. 


Twin Tw irle rs i There are as many kinds of 


; 


Players are safe if 
their feet are off the ground 
when they’re tagged. 


After you get into the 

swing of things, make up a ip Players ogre 
routine. Jump on the left after: tags them. They can 
foot only, the right foot be unfrozen if another player 
only, kick forward like a tage them. _- wins when 
cancan dancer, and jump va AN everyone's frozen. 

with your feet crossed. j x Players are 
How long a routine can you ¢ IT HP a Ae safe if they call out the 
create? Sh Sees name of a cartoon character 


when tagged. % 
W hes [4° 


Tired of eenie-meenie-minie- 
moeing? Try this new 
rhyme to choose who’s It. 


¢ game. Long skirts made. tt. hard for qiric to jump! 


? 


1 


Write your own Who’s It 
rhyme and send it to AG!* 


. B In the 1700¢, Jump rope was a bo 


Fee 
ad 


Secae 


Reeves Teron g -gieeyoveyrepenr ee Teese 


at®etesepntteedes contatosnuaten?® pos 
= oo. 


SRSa Sg: 58S 


Sogetelies . cevirereyseueses \E 


en 
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‘PUSH Sie eeatettagsseeiee 0 


= My sister and | hang our 
necklaces on hooks so they 
don’t get tangled. 


| legan Kem 


Age 10, Hibbing, Minnesota 


L 
} 
i 
q 


wae 
AIM INRA CUTS saeure ees vars 
Ste 


0.K. wi 
With your Parents first! 


ae 
12, llentown, Pennsylvania 


"ie 


Groom your room with terrific touches and 
organizational know-how from American girls! 


FOSTERS 


Try making your own 
bulletin board by covering 
a thick piece of cardboard 
with some pretty cloth. 


Age 10, Willow, Alaska 


Cut fabric so 
it’s 2 inches wider than 
the cardboard. Center the 
cardboard on the fabric. 
Wrap the fabric over the 
edges and glue into place. 
Finally, wrap ribbons 
around the corners and 
glue them onto the back 
of the cardboard. 
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“Decorate” with 
smell by making 
potpourri. Mix up 
tiny pieces of 
cinnamon sticks, vanilla 
candles, eucalyptus leaves, 
and dried flowers. 


Amonda Wright 


Age 12, Manahawkin, 
New Jersey 


Tie potpourri into a sock 
sachet. It’s also a super way 
to use a single sock! 


ZW ¢£ 


Use leftover wrapping paper to line your drawers. Janet W. 


Age 11, Pasadena, Maryland 


RPh reer 


Decorate your Buttons look beautiful, too. 


“nts ain 


My room is special Switch on your style! Ask 


because it’s an adult to remove your lampshades. Use craft glue to apply 
exactly like me— switch plate. Make it a Pins look good buttons in pretty patterns 
stylish but sweet. __ work of art with permanent on them. to your lampshade. Let dry 


“K i m” e a lloway markers or stickers. Use \) ( ck Or ( Oo é Seavey overnight. Then you can 


Age 11, Bryn Mawr, glue to attach ribbons or to Age 11, Los Angeles, light ue he room with your 
Pennsylvania make a paper collage. Calitnvals creativity! 


Photos: Mike Walker Styling: Eileen Dunne, Deborah Pike, Sally Seamans 
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Get bookends! Marle Jarvis 


Age 9, aa California 


organize, make 
sure everything 
you use often is 
in your reach, or it can be 


a real pain! 
Kelley Haskins 
Age 10, Cotuit, 
Massachusetts 
| keep all my magazines in 
one place by cutting a cereal 
box diagonally on both sides. 
Cover the box with contact 
paper or wrapping paper to 
Use a sticker collection match your room. 
to decorate all sorts of Lindsay Hothowoy 
storage boxes. The round Age 10, Clarence, New York 
container is an oatmeal * lap 


box disguised with 
wrapping paper. 
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Aim 


Age 1B) Mlaeareny 
California 


If your shelves are full, 
make your odds ’n’ ends 
easy to reach with this 
great storage idea. 


You’ll need: 

= An adult to help you 

a Clean baby food jars 
with lids 

= Model paint 

= Hammer and a nail 

= Screws, screwdriver 

Remove lids from the jars 

and paint the lids. When 

the paint’s dry, hammer 

the nail through the center 

of each lid to make a hole. 

Put a screw into the hole 

on each lid and screw lid 

into the underside of the 

shelf. Fill the jars and 

attach them to the shelf 

with a twist of the wrist! 


Gather old shoe boxes. 
Cover them with your 
prettiest wrapping paper 
and use them to store hair 
bows and other things. 


Zubik 


Have a place to keep bows 
and barrettes. When 
you’re done with them, put 
them there so you don’t 
lose them. 


Roadnel Rudo: 


Age 11, Maple Shade, 
New Jersey 


My room has a motto: 
Everything has a place, 
and everything should be 
in its place. 


Regan Cuommin 
Age 11, Fort Worth, Texas 


Here’s a way to keep your 
barrettes in line. Lay a 
thin ribbon over a wide 
ribbon and tie them 
together at one end. Tie 
knots in the thin ribbon to 
keep barrettes from slip- 
sliding away. 


Keep headbands in place 
by covering a package of 
paper towels with felt. Tie 
the ends with matching 
ribbons. Your headbands 
will slip on and off easily. 


Keep things simple. 
You'll have a lot more 
room to have fun in your 
non-cluttered room! 


AUDREX SaaaeR 
Age 13, Long Beach, 
California 


These clever clips are a 
simple way to unclutter a 
room. Paint a yardstick 
and three clothespins. 
Once they’re dry, glue the 
clothespins to the 
yardstick. Tack it to the 
wall, then hang your hats! 


er 
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Have at least one vase of 
flowers or a plant in your 
room. They’re cheerful. 


houra Berunshustler 


Age 11, Hazelwood, Missouri 


People say I’m 
color-blind, but | 
don’t think of it 
that way. | color my 
floors and walls all different 
colors. | even paint my 
furniture. | just got a desk. 
I’m going to paint that, too! 


‘ 


S 


Age 11, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin 


SaTHOLS KNOOd 


* special because 
it has all my stuff 
me of who | am! 


Age 13, ind 


Connecticut 


My room is 


in it and reminds 


Relive sports moments 
with this winning idea. 
Hang a jersey on a wooden 
dowel. Tie the ends of a 
long ribbon onto the ends 
of the dowel and hang it 
from a nail on your own 
wall of fame! 


28 AMERICAN GIRL 


The Clean-Up Crew 


Once your room is 
decorated and looking 
great, keep it clean with 
these tidy tips. 


My grandma 

taught me this 
uly trick: Clean a 
small section of 
your room first. Then go on 
to the next section. Keep 
going. Soon your room will 
be organized and neat! 


Lindsou Tenple, 


Age 13, Chafdler, Arizona 


€ 


A hamper gives 
you a good place 
to put all your 
dirty clothes— 
instead of on the floor! 


Brittan Holman 
Age 10, Portland, Oregon 


It’s always a good 
idea to play 
music while you 
organize and 
decorate your room. 


Age As Me fi. 


Estates, California 


Use baskets to 
hold skates, 
soccer stuff, and 
hairbrushes, too. 


Katie Altman 


Age 9, Holbrook, New York 


Be sure to clean 

up your room 

. every night before 
SS you go to bed. x 

Anu Attt 

Age 1t/East Petersburg, 

Pennsylvania 


Photo credits on page 2. 
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What’s That? 


A colorful collection of objects like these could be found 
in girls’ rooms during the 1800s. Read the riddles, then guess 
the purpose of these puzzling pieces from the past. 


c. In unheated rooms 
I kept a girl snug, 
But she’d never want 


To give me a hug! 


A. On warm summer nights 
Girls turned to me first. 
They tipped me over 
And I quenched their thirst. 


B. A girl looked first into my fishy head 
If she wanted to hem, or make quilts for a bed. 


D. A girl pointed me 
At the nearest blank wall. 
I kept her amused 
With no trouble at all! 


Flummoxed? Answers on the next page! 
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G. Girls often used me instead of shoelaces. 
But if I wasn’t used right, they’d fall on their faces! 


E. I kept things in reach 
And well put away. 
Girls hung me up high, 
And that’s where I'd stay. 


‘@» 


OA 


F. Girls reached for me when day turned to night. Caring for me 
I cut down the smoke, and kept up the light. Was their most hated chore! 


H. Although I saved girls 
Many trips out-of-doors, 


Look at the things in your room. Do you think people living 
100 years from now will know what you used your things for? * 


& ‘G to your bedchamberl” i¢ how parents in the 17006 <aid, “Go to you room!” 
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er. Other credits on page 2. 


page: Kevin Fost 


Dreams CAN COME LLUE. suscasviexivan 


Meter, 13, of Meadville, Pennsylvania. Vicki’s amazing adventures began with a 


simple wish: to become an astronaut. 

To encourage Vicki’s soaring spirit, her father suggested that 
Vicki take flying lessons when she was ten years old. Less than ( 
two years later, Vicki became the youngest girl to pilota plane 
across America! 

The following summer, a new challenge called to Vicki: flying 
across the Atlantic Ocean. Vicki’s sixth-grade graduation was on 
June 3, 1994, and the next day she took off to pilot a plane to 
Scotland.“I knew one thing for sure,” Vicki says. “Writing an 
essay on my summer vacation would be a breeze!” 

Since Vicki was too young to fly alone, an adult pilot 
accompanied her on the flight across America, and on 
the flight across the Atlantic. But Vicki did all the 
flying herself. What follows is Vicki’s account of 
her incredible journey across the ocean. 


(in 


Acad 


Adapted from Taking Flight, My Story, 
by Vicki Van Meter with Dan Gutman 
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Distance: 3,105 miles over the freezing 
waters of the North Atlantic 


Plane: A single-engine Cessna named 
Harmony. My call name was 127 Sierra. 


Copilot: Curt Arnspiger, age 38 


Important piece of emergency gear: 
Curt and | wore suits 

that were red and 

rubbery the entire trip. 

They were uncom- : 

fortable, but would keep | 

us warm and afloat for | 

24 hours in case we 

had to land in water. 
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Day 1: 
We’re off! 


Along the way, | heard 
commercial pilots flying 
above us who were talking 
about me on the radio. They 
didn’t know | was listening 
in on the same frequency. 


“Hey, where's that little girl 
who’s flying across the 
ocean?” they were saying. 


| answered, “This is 127 
Sierra, the girl who’s flying 
across the ocean. Hi!” 


Day 2: Trouble 
We were a little over an hour 
into the flight when | noticed 
we were picking up some ice 
on the wings. 


If we kept going like that, the 
ice would become so heavy 
that the plane wouldn’t be 
able to fly. 


“This is really starting to 
build up,” | said to Curt. 

“Let’s get on top of this 

stuff,” he replied. 


| pulled back on the yoke, but 
the nose of the plane didn’t 
go up. Not a foot. We had 
waited too long. 


There was no place to go but 
down. If we dropped below the 
clouds, the air would be 
warmer, and hopefully it would 
melt the ice. 


| brought Harmony down to 
7,000 feet, and then 5,000 
feet, but the air was thick 
with clouds. | came down to 
3,000 feet, then 2,000 feet, 
then 1,000 feet. Still there 
were clouds—and a real 
danger of crashing. 


Finally, at 800 feet over the 
water, we broke out from the 
clouds. We kept going at 500 
feet. Soon the ice was gone. 
The crisis was past. 


at 3 : and 
Reykjavik eng, 


naa. 


feenland 


Va r A d "9 eu a ¢ Day 3: I had just about reached 


my limit when the coast 


Mor e trou ble of Scotland appeared in the 


The first hours were smooth, _—gistance. | brought the plane 
but then we found ourselves down and gulped air. 


flying through clouds and | 
noticed ice forming on the 
wings. Not again! 


We hit the tarmac at 6:30 
P.M. “Congratulations, 127 


Sierra,” said the controller. 
I had to take Harmony all 


the way up to 13,500 feet 
before we popped out of the 
top of the clouds and the 
sun began to melt the ice. 


It was over. Six months 
earlier | had set a goa 
a plane across the 
Ocean, and I had do 
felt great. Better th 
It felt awesome. 


Just as it’s risky flying too 


a low, it’s also risky flying 
Day a: very high. The atmosphere 
A discovery surrounding the earth 
Greenland has lots of ice, becomes thinner the higher 


while Iceland has lots of green! you go. My body was having 
a hard time due to the lack 
of oxygen. | felt very tired 
suddenly, and found myself 
gasping for breath. 


Lb 5;2U5 yun 25u27y Sod jeraffo 424 fob fuer Bhi, ‘somponpe 424 apd5oq 


There was nothing we could 
do. It was either stay up 
there in the thin air and 
suffer, or fly lower and risk 
ice forming on the wings 


1 a, Ay again. We decided it 
=. as would be safer to suffer. 


[ee eeeses 


wee ee 69 © oe] 


Vicki appears in a CD-ROM 
computer program called 
“Real World Math, 
Adventures in Flight,” by 
Addison-Wesley. The 
program lets you tackle 
on-the-job challenges of 
pilots and ground crews— 
without leaving home! x 


eee eee ee Svein the ponksdmiler’s Nato 


I, nanieen Meese. e 
yoke Conan course, ME, Amelia!) — 4 


at would make me feel better To write down my — 
8 thoughts. Why would adumb notebook make me 


_ feel better? NOTHING camiwimke me feel better _ 
~ Exce 


a i pt going back home, to my old house, not — 
et this 


ec” this new house, in a new mo anew state. 


Credit bn page 2. 


Ay mom just gave me this notebook, She said oe 


vite t as hath Lal 7 
— ~aer > It was 
S&B ~~ ae O “wo nh a 7 We 2, 
: 6%, 
46 4 
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a @ 
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Moving was pred weird A big truck came to 


our house, and everything, EVERYTHING, went 
inside it. All our furniture and clothes and dishes 
and vacuum (is that spelled right 7?) cleaner. Even 
my collection of rubber bands, all colors, we 


Then we piled into the car, and it took 
days to drive to fhe new house. 


The best pactabout moving (the only 
Qood part about moving) was eating in 
restaurants and staying in hotels, At hotels 
I don't have to make my bed, I can leave towels 
on the floor, I can jump up and down on the 
bed, and, best ofall, LT an watch CABLE 
eM gh tid Hip Hip Hooray ft 
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ays spell this word 
Weird look 3° weird; 


Why do Tal w 
wong ? Why does 


The worst pact was everyday I got fucther and 
further away from home. I already miss my house, 
my school, and especially my best friend , Nadia. 


Every Sunday , Mom lets me call Nadia, 
and we can talk for 1O minutes. Nadia says 
she misses me, too. IL told her about my notebook, 
how I write down things to tell her and draw 
pietures. She says T should write stories in my 
notebook, hot just things I notice, L don’t Know, 
Nadia makes up great stories. T just like to 
draw pictures . 


oe 


modtchi no 
neck laces 


Naagie 


T miss You tons 
and tons of tong / 
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ee de 
_ oa | oN Got botetierie: vis | 
From Nadia today. — 


not sure IT can write a story for it. 


Like suddenly I notice my hand that's doing the 
_ writing, and 1 start thinking, why are hands so 


ST  ocini Medel echave a Hub? wll & fingers SD 
and not 4 or 6 2 Isn't (tamazing how our fingers. [ 
move And how many things they cando? 


ae ——- VE « —Tei5—ig how I drew ——————-— 
eS : 
< bonds When I was WHie 


__This_school has an Authors’ Faire, too, but I'm | 


I start to write, but then things get in the way 


SSS eee Se EPP BERG Ob hneos= an 


ie po ep 


ane (miei Ser. A emerde ee. EE Ree ie 
ee Se are ay yee) te rday. le “ns § 
eet oten tole mmmneie bicthdays together Ye 
5 ne: Tey ree only a week apart, but feet Was 
_ ____Hime. Nadia called me on the phone (even * 
2. yc | _ though it wasn't Sunday) and teld me about — 
& 


dacadale party, and the cake, and_all the presents. oe 

It made me cry. I wanted to be there so - 

eae aaa eT YY Nadia said she’s sending me aprize 
—— i —— __ bag and one of the candles from the cake. gas 
im, | OR ounce see SCA oop Y. ° era i 

oon it would arrive all in ccumbs, so she drew a ins 


ae ee ins team so | could see how niceifwas, 


ovate ding aaeeee Se ET 
E Nadia’s cake. 


I sent her a present, but she said she 
_ hasn't gotten it yet. It's a Do-It-Yourself — 
Experiment Kit. Because Nadia loves doing 

experiments. > Sedo I. 1 wish I could do the” RR came 

with her, but L can't. Mom says I can visit her. -\ oS 
during summer vacation, but thats along way « off. 


|S By then” she'll have done all the experiments. 
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Sept. 27 
was drawing on the chalkboard today during 


Please / 


Poe Nadia 
recess because 1 felt too sad to go out and play. 
\ T drew Nadia the way L remember her Once uF 
drew her face on the blackboard at my old school, 


and she saw it and hated it. Shesaid 1 made 
her nose look like a faucet, but really that's 


how it looks. Noses just look funny , that's all. 


—~ Wipe your nose 


jelly rol} 
Nos @ 


. ul A ei ¢ 
cv\s do . 

up nosthn nour iS Maes? 
nosis Is 


Ths) ——_ 


p . 
Tyrese down nose C up nose 


A girl from my class, her name is Leah, she 
Saw me drawing all my noses and came to watch 
me, She said I'm a really good artist. 1 said 


sats she's famous for being a aceat artist in our 
ee School. She said she had a new set of markers 


and watercolor paints and would I lke to qo 
+o her house after school and draw with her? 


Would L ! marker paint 
eS? —_ 
t = 


rush 
Crayon 
Nadia will always be my friend, but now 
she's a far-away friend. 1 need a close- by 
friend, too. Someone 1 can invite to my 
bicthday party, if Leven have a birthday party. 
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sig ¥ 2 Se 
iS SS at” re 
£ - etter 


<6 Sept.29 — 


a a se & oo ee 


eae) iG finally. wrote. my story for the Authors’ 
| Faire at my old school and my new schoo | 


—— 2 Here tots: Jawa : Yee ey 
an 
| ee ee eee a ae 


nee there was agicl <ree tk ee 

its wanted a cloud for a pet. Tt would be. Mies Fee 
S Jett and Flu tty and cuddly and it wouldn + poop — 
on the ug. But she didn’t know how to catch oa cloud. 

She tried using a net. No luck. She tried a 

: fishing ‘pole , casde in the. Sky, Nope . She just 

couldn + reach high enough. She tried Flying a. a 
— kete with sticky glue onit. A cloud could st¥ycK 
— \ 1 to the glue, she thought, but no cloud did. —_—..] 
— \ S00 she decided to pretend that all the 
__ 1S | clouds were hers , and she kept them in the sky so | 
—\ they could float around. Whenever she wanted 
— \ one, she whisHed and acloud would cory up sg 

__\ for _a_pet and a cuddler Pe s.. tes 
She gave them names like Snowpup, So 
—_ FiterHuft, Hushball, and Mistmuzz. 
Dek. when she had to move far 7 
away, toa new house, anew = 
ed aes ae ne ae _ School, 0 Weiietity. the clouds 
> 5 came with her. They followed 


wherever she went/ > 


a On her birthday, they gave her a big.cloud 


party with rainbow cake, and she was very happy. 


—& élice of © 

— Tatnbsow ee 
with ciowd 

Frosting 
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-5 ride 
exon? Live gor a tcked 
ory </ yo RILIL DE 
and I done 
‘Are 
7 


aN = 
x Y Mom says for my bicthday L can invite 
one Friend and we'll go te Space WJocld 


r ‘ 
Jupiter Gy) Foge ther. We can jo on all the rides we want 
mshi and eat cotton candy and buy big balloons. 


L asked Leah, and she said Yes / Tt's not 
he same asa party wit, Nadia, but still, its 


} pretty good. 
Gee Nato called, and she said she got my 
oe oe present and my cloud story,and she 
| LZ ___ joves them both. And she's saving _ 
so the Experiment Kit to do with me 
7 when L visit her ! en 
She says she misses me. “Write 
+o me, "she says. “Draw me more 
| pictures.” 1 promise I will and t 
: | tell her 1 miss her, too. | 
LT have a GREAT idea! I'll send 
her anew story, complete with pictures. 
I just have to write one. But HELP/ There's no 
more room. This is the last page of my notebook. 
L beter tell Mom that's what I want for my 
birthday. A Brand New Notebook / 


<<  e 


| aot 

_< stots se Meet the Author  <ttnnmemmeap 
Tones? My name’s not really Amelia — 

it’s Marissa Moss — but, hke Ame lia, 

L used to draw and write all the 

time, in notebooks, on homework , on 

handouts, even on tests. T couldnt 


Reng a Shoe. I oti II can’t! 


\ 
X 
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Fet Shop Madness 


When the Giggle Gang visited Judy’s Pet going on. Use this picture to help you com- 
Shop, they found all kinds of crazy things plete the animal phrases listed below. 


———— 


UA d 


“diysia-|[nys y Z]OOYDS ye 198 0} Suiy} ayUO0AKy s,|INy¥s e S,JeUM 


MAE. 


] 


Illustrations: Paul Meisel Puzzles: Be 


Animal Fhras 


Top 


’s out of the bag 


Sick asa 


Quiet as a 


Raining and 
The ’s pajamas 
The early gets 
the 


Sweating like a 


of a different 


| 
ae 
| 


color 


All answers on page 44. 


U ly 
Age 8, Seattle, Washington 
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Halloween Hunt B ce 


Pumpkin the puppy has stolen some of the in the park. Follow his paw prints and use the 


Age 13, Irvine, California 


Giggle Gang’s Halloween candy and buried it clues below to help the girls find the candy. 


1.The candy is not buried ata v that is 4. The candy is not buried ata @" that is 7] 
west of the park bench. east of the bandstand. : : 
2. The candy is buried at a eo that is north 4. The candy is buried ata cy that is west ; 
of the swings. of the statue. i 

§ 


wl Rhyming Riddle > 
1 

Read the clues and fill in the answers on the grid at right. Copy the circled 

letters into the blanks at the bottom to solve the rhyming riddle! 


1. The part of a costume that covers your face K 
2. Ajack-o’-lantern is made from this ae 

a or treat!  ) 
4, Early, early morning 


What room won’t a ghost go into? A living room. WN el Praa a. lant Why do ghosts ride up elevators? To raise their spirits. Xmen o uel) 


5. Your favorite October holiday 


6. The classic witch-mobile 


She may be spinning when you spy her 


Ati€ OA 


Age 9, Greenville, North Carolina 


She has eight legs, and she’s a 


V/ 


Boo who? Don’t cry, it’s only a joke! Gr ace Jordan What do teacher cats put on tests when their students get 100? “Su-purrrrrr.” 
Age 7, Littleton, Colorado 
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School Scramble 
Mat ch-Up 


Anagrams are words made by rearranging 


the letters of other words. The words on the 
left are anagrams of the school terms on the 
right. Can you match each anagram with the 


term it came from? {Se +A) We 
Le, A 


2jd 34} UO La 0} BI] SpIy Op Apued jo puly WEY 


ct 

3 Clams seat School nurse 
S| | felt dip Bulletin board 
; | crave clip ping Vice principals 
3 Idea count Attendance 
8 | Dull barb, | note Field trip 

ZB] Vance at ten Education 

1 A hard block Classmate 

= Lunch $0 Sore Chalkboard 


Japids 
7o1pply SurwAyy 


"6c esed uo 
‘pexowUNy ‘psomzzng 34} pul |],NOA 


jioued y :apog Oy 


‘OT=T+E+7-8'G=T+9-L+E 
‘9 =G +€- py :SnuUIIA 10 Snig 


an Apple for the teacher. 


p 


Age 11, Jacksonville, Atkansas 
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T he. Cagle Gang 


Anower Box 


— 10S OS youn] :paeoqyleyg—yo0)/q 
puey y ‘eouepus}}y—u9} }e soueg 
‘pakog uja]Ing—ojou | ‘queq jing 
‘uoleonpy—junod eap| ‘sjediouud 
991A—Suld dijd aed | {du} 
PI1j—dup 39} | ‘ayewsse|}Q—jeas 
SWE|D :d/)-YO}e[\ B1QUUIeIDS jOOYIS 


What do young ticks learn at school? Tick-nology. Alexandra 


Flue or Minvc 


Can you figure out which math symbols are 
needed between the numbers to make 


each equation correct? 


Use the decoder to unscramble the answer 
to the riddle below. Look for other coded 
messages in future issues! 


ee ryEee ec 
HAVRE IX 


cht | 
Riddle: What’s the one thing to remember 
when you take a math test? 


JI kb Bo lx 


“youaq yled ay} 


‘asinu jooyag = 72PUN S! Apued oy. :JUNH UaeMmo]|eH 


*10]09 JUSIBYIpP 

e jo asioy ‘Sid e ayt] Suljeems 
‘WUOM 9Y} $}98 pliq Ajee oy} 
‘sewefed s,je9 ay} ‘uayolyo Suuds 
‘ssop pue s}e9 Suluies ‘asnow e se 
yoinb ‘Sop e se yols ‘Seq ay} Jo }no 
S,e9 ‘Sop do] :ssoupe doys jeg 


Age 9, Atlanta, Georgia 


Batty What do you 


Atriane Johnson If two’s company and three’s a crowd, what are four and five? Nine. 


say when you meet a two-headed monster? Hello. Hello. 


Age 12, Great Barrington, Massachusetts 


Somerset, Wisconsin 


Illustrations: Dorothy Gulick 
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Clue 1 
My mother is Inupiat Eskimo 
and my father is Cree Indian. I 


spent part of my childhood living on a ranch in 
Alaska. I loved jumping in lakes, fishing, climb- 
ing trees, and exploring the Alaskan woods. 


Clue 2 

[loved writing plays. One 
Halloween I wrote a play called 
The Three Witches. | put up a bed sheet as the 
backdrop in my yard, and got all the kids in 
the neighborhood to act in the play! 


* Clue 3 


Alice in Wonderland was my 


Suge» favorite movie. I loved the 
character of Alice because of all the interest- 
ing places she went. I also admired her 


curiosity and imagination. 


Clue 4 

My grandfather always told 

Zs *, stories. We used to drink tea and 
eat berries and crackers while we listened to 


his wonderful tales. My favorite story was 


about a shriveled little man called a Tupelac. Turn the page and find out if you’re right! 


Whos That Gurl 


| Here’s an American girl of yesterday. Read the clues about her and 
guess who she became when she grew up. 


Here | am at ten years old. 


Clue 5 
. Afavorite memory is going 
_ to huge community dinners. 
After dinner there was an Inupiat Eskimo 
dance performance. Dancers wore different 


masks, and each dance told a story. 


Take a guess! 
When she grew up, this American girl became: 


Oo a dancer 1) an actress 


a politician o a wildlife expert 


a} 
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She's Irene Bedard 


ever recorded the voice for an animated char- 


acter. “You don’t record with other actors,” 
she says. “It’s just you in a huge recording 
studio with people to help you imagine the 
world that the animators draw.” 


& The name Pocahontas meang “P| layful One.” 


When she’s not busy with her acting 
career, Irene still likes to go fishing. She’s still 
writing plays, too. The play she’s working on 


now includes one of the Alaskan folk tales she 


It took a year and a half for Irene to record all the different 


In the end, though, her love of stories led her 


scenes in the movie Pocahontas! first heard as a young girl, sipping tea and 
You may not recognize her name or her face, munching crackers! X 
but you'd probably recognize her voice. Irene 
is the voice of Pocahontas in the Disney film lrene’s advice to American girls: 
Pocahontas. Although Irene didn’t do any of “Find something you love to do and work at it. 
the singing, she did do all the speaking! It’s not necessarily going to come easily, but 

As a girl, Irene dreamed of doing many if you love what you do, you’ll have a happy 
things, from ballet dancing to driving a truck. “A Ka Wa eZ 

An 


to become an actress. “Now I’ma professional 


storyteller,” she says. 
Irene says that 


Was Pocahontas one of her favorite stories Pocahontas “ld welebib 


as a girl? No, Irene says. Until she began work movie that my children, 
my grandchildren, and 

my great-grandchildren 
the story of how Pocahontas tried to build a will all see!” 
friendship between her tribe and English 


colonists in America. “When I was growing up, 


on the movie, Irene wasn’t very familiar with 


Native American history wasn’t taught in 
schools,” she explains. 


Recording the movie was a new experience 


Photos: The Walt Disney Company, Paul Gregory/Shooting Star 


for Irene, too. This was the first time she’d | 
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Dear American Girl, perfect. Every kid feels just the 


I think my new teacher hates way you do sometimes. (2) Friends 
me. Whenever I ask a question, like you for who you are—not for 
he acts like I’m really stupid. I what your family is like. (3) Your 
can’t figure out what’s wrong. 


Battled 


There may be nothing wrong! Look 


family’s little faults are much more 
noticeable to you than they are to 
anyone else. If you don’t make a 


closely at your teacher’s behavior. big fuss about them, chances are 


If he snaps at others, too, it’s a no one else will either. 


sign that he’s just naturally stern. You probably can’t stop your x 


If he is harder on you, though, take buddy from butting in, but there Dear American Girl, 
an honest look at yourself. Do you is a way to keep her from taking Iam the tallest one in my class, 
ask him to repeat things you would _— over the conversation! When she and I am heavier than some of 
have heard if you’d been listening? cuts you off, try responding like my friends. When they ask me 
How’s your attitude? Changing the _ this: “I really want to hear what how much I weigh, I am afraid 
way you act may change the way happened to you, but first | want to tell them. Please help! 
your teacher responds. But to finish what | was saying.” Then Heoy ier 
whatever happens, don’t let fear pick right up where you left off. There’s no reason to be ashamed 
stop you from raising your hand x that you weigh more than your 
when you need to. It’s your Dear American Girl, friends. The right weight is different 
teacher’s job to make sure you My family always embarrasses for every girl, depending on her 
understand him—and it’s your job me. Yesterday, my sisters height and the body type she was 
to speak up when you don’t. knocked over a display of shoes _ born with. And no matter what you 
5 at the mall. My dad tells stupid weigh, it has nothing to do with 
Dear American Girl, jokes whenever my friends are how good a person you are. But 
I have the best friend anyone over. What should I do? there’s also no reason you have to 
could ever have, but she has a CrmQDLGOOLOL reveal what you weigh if you don’t 
bad habit of interrupting. I try When your dad or sisters do want to. What the scale says is 
to tell her I don’t like it, but she something that makes you want your private business! When the 
just gets mad. I need advice. to run and hide, remember three talk turns to weight, feel free to get 
clitovuiplid. things: (1) Nobody’s family is up and do something else. 
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MORE HELP 


Dear American Girl, 


Iam having trouble getting my \ 


homework done. All I want to 
do is watch television! 
rooked 
If you filled up on dessert first 
every night, would you want to eat 
dinner? Probably not! TV is like 
dessert—you need to save it for 
last. Choose just one favorite show 
to watch each night. Then start 
your homework every evening at 
least one hour before that show 
begins. Work in a room where 
there’s no TV—and where you 
won’t hear it if anyone’s watching. 
It’s easier to finish up homework if 
you haven’t been watching TV 
first. Your favorite show afterward 
will be a nice reward! 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
I became included in a group of 
friends. Everyone in the group 
started calling us “the best 
friends.” The fact is, they aren’t 
my best friends. Some of the 
girls are mean and are trying to 
grow up too fast. I’m not like 
that. How can I get out? 


Trapeed 


AMERICAN GIRL 


You don’t have to stop being 


friendly with these girls; you just 
need to get a little distance from 
them. To do that, start spending 
more time with others, or get 
involved in an activity that takes a 
lot of your time. If you’re truly busy 
with other things when the “best 
friends” call, it will be easier for 
you to steer clear of them. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
One of my friends gave mea 
nickname I don’t like. Some of 
my friends use it a lot. I’ve tried 
many ways to get them to quit, 
such as ignoring it, telling them 
I won’t answer to it, even pray- 
ing about it! What should I do? 
MoName PLease 
Your friends may not understand 


how much the nickname bothers 


you, especially if they’re using it in 
a friendly way. Tell them! One at a 
time, tell each girl why the name 
bothers you and ask her to use 
your real name. True friends should 
respect your feelings and drop the 
nickname. If they don’t, go right on 
ignoring it. No girl has to answer to 


a name that isn’t hers. 


x 


Advice from You 


“If you’re having trouble 


learning your multiplication 


tables, make a game out of 
it! Say the problems out loud 
as you’re going up the stairs. 


After you’re done with one 


problem, go up another step 
and keep going until you’re 
finished. | like doing it and 
you will too!” 


Soot Cate. 


Age 10, Fishersville, Virginia 


Need advice? Write: 


Help! 


AmericanGirl 


8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


Gilcrease Museum 


The New Scholar, by Jennie Brownscomb, 1878 


the schoolyard is full of strange faces. 


It’s a quarter to eight on a September morning in 
1878. The first day of school is about to start any 
minute, and your heart is pounding so loudly 
you're sure everyone can hear it. It’s terrible being 
the new girl in town! 

Back home, you’d be talking and laughing with 
your friends, full of excitement about the new year. 
Here, you're full of dread. What if you have to share 
a bench with the little children? What if no one will 
eat lunch with you? Worse yet, you've heard this 
school has a new blackboard that’s as big as one 


a 


wall. You’ve never seen a blackboard before. What 
if you're asked to write on it—in front of everyone? 
You can’t imagine anything worse! 

Clutching your hand-me-down reader and 
spelling book, you wonder how you'll survive until 
spring. But just then, a girl in a pretty straw hat 
catches your eye. “Hello!” she says. “My name is 
Emily. Would you like to share my bench?” Before 
you answer, you breathe a huge sigh of relief. No 
matter what happens, it won’t seem so awful with 
a new friend by your side. ¥ 
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Coming up in the November/ December issue \ 


Beautiful Bows g 
Easy ways to make 
gifts look great Beouik 
NGu ) ere Things 
nter story about Results of the All-Time 


Samantha iB Favorites Poll 


history hunt \ Ge; y aS 
this holiday! f “ ~ geal 
\ i 
Plus: 
Beautiful ornaments 


/  fromreaders, and your 
\\ pop-out paper doll #19 


Photo: Mike Walker Styling! Déborah Pike 


“ 


Bri 
New Books! % 


Rose-colored glasses 
flower crowns, and more! 
19 projects with easy, 
step-by-step instructions 
and photographs to 
‘guarantee terrific 
results. From one of 
American Girl's 

‘most popular 
sections. @ 
AGLC $7.95 


ee ceee 


Great Time 
Awatch that features 
}F the AG logo with legs 
that twirl to tell the 
time! Precision quartz, 
‘movement, 
AGW 59.95 


Write Stuff! 


Magazine Holder 
It’s all right here in 


Store up to 
12issues of 
your favorite 
magazine in 


powder, and stickers, plus tips on 
how to decorate your letters! 


AG Grin Pins 
A set of FREE 
Grin Pins comes with 


HELD 


Great Gear! 


AG Baseball Cap 


Just for 
Games, riddles, 
mazes, and more— 
96 pages of tummy 
tickling, brain-bending 
fun! All geared to get you 
sigaling! 


ght 


for Girls to Make 
Everything you need 

to make a dozen delight- 
ful birthday greetings, 
Twelve clever cards 

to cut out, color, and 
decorate, Comes with 

a pack of glamorous, 
glittery trimmings, 

AOL $9.95 


‘ori ay 


Pages and Pockets— 
A Portfolio for 
Secrets and Stuff 
Shhh! This book is 
top-secret! A diary/ 
scrapbook, it’s a private 
place for you to doodle 
po) and dra 
Store your treasures, 
With five envelopes 
for your special 
mementos, and 
writing hints to 
| get you started. 
AGL $9.05, 


More! 


(See Inside ack Cover 3 


ges and 
Pockets 


ly 
Indispensable Guide 
to Life for Giris! 
American Girl magazine 

receives over 1,000 letters = 
a month addressed to the 
Help! column. Here is a 
book full of them—with 
the thoughtful answers 
you count on. \ 
ROLE $4.95 = 


More!m> | 


Order Information 


Ordering focus to recive and process 
itand up to? working days for y 

oped ‘ner reach you by standar 

Call tal ree 44600-648-0008, ae 

Seven days a week, 62a! to Midnight, 


rom outside the US 
S. American Expres 


Matching cap sports the { Discov M re shipped within 
AG logo! One size with Jou pracy ances ot 

adjustable back. ole In most cases we hp to PO. 

AGwe $12 iars, APOs/FPOs, US. terrilores, 


Alaska, Have, andl Canada by First 
Clase Priority Mall 


d order tou Rush 
are Rush deivery is available at an 
are received. ditional charge. lems wil be 
hot sent for your liver within two business days 
| facorter. anywhere inthe continental US, 
[omy Alow one adaitional day for 
Pervocs wii hietg or apeid processing. Please reer tothe 


ize & Handling area ofthe 


: ae order form or call sth questions 


to place an order by TTY. 


snappy AG storage 


box: 24 sheets of multi-colored stationery, International 
envelopes, ink pads, AG Our postage nba - 

logo stamp, shooting star 500 Fairey he US. and its possess 

mp, rubber roller Middleton, WI 539620190 about international postage and 

stamp, starshaped wide all information requested Handing rates 

paper punch, 2 pencils, oath myPlasemciuiea Returns & Exchanges 
ererabaeye pane esbossing questions about your or Returns and exchanges are normally 

iy noeeed as Br ie bac of he pact ip 

The Perfect Package ci wih yous parse al 
| American Gir products come ro Pea rmwith complete returns 
FRR hie gned, reusable gift directly from our catalogue must be 


every book purchase 
from American Gir! 
Library and most 
items of AG Gear, 

or add to your 
collection for just $2! 
10 pins in every bag. 
AGBT $2 

Grin Pin Banner 
Keep track of which 
Grin Pins you've got 
and which ones 


‘Team AG Jacket 
This purple varsity 


seo 


and the words 
on the front. Go, te 


148 pins 
‘AGPS 10 


x19 AGVs $68 


Order Form 


Ship To: (7 eiterent fom adres at ef) 


Prices subject to change. 


Prodvct Mame Color Size aly ESSE (Jaift Total 


Posh Siping 


‘2DAY RUSH 
Ad $5 wo Standard 
shining ate tet 


‘itt Wrapping Charges 


searwcnet, | Be | 
a 
ees aee ara | pores 
jee rea Pon 
Make Tefal ox 


rcs payable: Pleasant Company. 


(erscoe Check 
Maney order 

(American Express (15 digits) 
MasterCard U6 agit) 


Vian (18 oF 16 digit 
Discover (13 oF 1 iets) 


Credit Cand Number 


8400 Fairway Place, PO Box 620190, 
Middleton, Wisconsin 53562-0190 


has black sleeves, striped 
ribbing at the collar and 
cuffs, hand-warmer 
pockets, and a snap 
front. It’s of a durable 
wool blend with a quilted 
lining that will keep you 
cozy. The AG logo is. 
‘embroidered on the back 
imerican 


'S(6X-8), M(10-12), L(14-26) 


Bags at no extra charge’ We alo 
provide git boxes wrapped wit 

| paper and ribbon fora change 

| will write your message on our card 

| 


jacket 


about an 
call our 
Service Department al 
0005, ext. 42 
days a week, 73M~10PMt, Central 
Time, Or write to west BO. Boxe 
0487, Middleton, WT 535620497 
We welcome your comments and 
All comments became 


and enclose with your ord: 


cite wrap 


full and 


ie 


Our Guarantee 


All Pleasant Company merchandise 


Christ 

guaranteed 

Decembe 

be required i you mal 
ase allow at least 


BD The official mascot of 
AG Sleeping Bag 4 American Girl? 
Tote it off to sleepovers or D iiegazine nda 
use it asa comforter for your great snuggle buddy! 
bed! This terrific sleeping She arrives ready for 
bag has a brushed poly lining bedtime in her own 
and a zippered pocket in front turquoise nightshirt 
for storing your Good-Night and headband. 
Shirt. Elastic straps make rolhups anes 63 
a snap. The AG logo glows in the 
dark—a builtin nightlight! Includes 
matching pillowcase, Cannot be 
giftsrapped. Aase sas 
Sleep Sack 
It's great place for Miss AG Bear 
to hibernate. Spot her after 
lights-out—the AG logo 
glows in the dark too! 
Grss $18 


Bear's Slumber Outfit 

Nightshirt and 

headband in 
turquoise 
AGEN $10* 


Washeloth Toothbrush 


Microwave 
Popcorn 


Confetti Soap’ 


Become a shumber party pro! A 
nylon zip kit filled with everything 
you need as shown above. The 
‘AG logo on the front glows in the 
‘dark! Comes with a slumber 

party guide full of games and 

activities. Flashlight takes two 

AA batteries—not included. 

5x9" AG 


Good-Night Shirt 
There's no need to 

count sheep when 

you've got this 

cozy fleece 

nightshirt to 
nuggle into! 

Fire-engine 

red or 

terrific 

turquoise. S(6X-8), 

m(s0-12), L(24-16) 

AGNS 626 


<HOSNAISI 
ba 


aN 


{ NS 


Gift from: (please print) 


Tame 


I want te give a gift of ai 


. a. 


* Er. iP forsease ent) 
53 = —— 
ce a 
— 4 


CBillme (Payment enclosed 

Pans I Lyear (issues) for $19.95 

years (12issues) for $96.00 Save $3.90! 

OF Startnow O Start Jan/Feb 96 

Guarantee: You may cance! anytime forall und 

‘A 1-5 weeks for reine, Canad subserision 64 US. 
750556 


For girls 
8 and up! 


[ BUSINESS REPLY | MAIL a 


First-Class Mail Permit, 
LL BE PAID BY ADI 


PO 


-AmericanGirl 


PO BOX 620996 
MIDDLETON WI 53562-9960 
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